Us-based support group for Telugus

bay 22, 2009

m_rel HYDEEABAT: Telugus planmmg to shift to the
T can probably breathe a httle easy now,
1¢ / min. knowing that a support group has been formed for
RN EEG B the benefit of the community across MNorth

ad LAmenca Keeping the history of shootouts agamnst

professionals i the TT'S in the recent tmes, a suppott group comprising lawyers,
educatiorsts, Bnancial, medical and social professionals has been the need of the
hour for many Teleugus settled abroad, feels Nadella Eana Eumar, the President
of the Morth American Telugu Society (MATS) on Thursday.

Formed just arcund three months back, the recent actrwtes of NATS are
presently tmited to formulating strategies to “effectively render our sernces to the
cotmmunity,” satd Eumar. Though still in itz teething phase, Eumar assures that
“local contacts have been setup at every major city i Morth Amenca, mchiding
Canada, to help fellow Telugus™ Among the services rendered, MNATS
representatives would be atding students and voung professionals wath tmmigration
1zsues, apart from prowding tratung and employment aids, Kumar added.

Touting the society as a ‘not for profit’ onented wenture, MNATS would be
prowviding financial consultancy services, apart from career counseling to younger
MNEIs. “One of our atms 13 to onent those freshly out of India wath the change m
culture and environment, while connecting them with long time INEIs from the
community,” Kumar remarked. Sething aside introductions to cultural differences,
the Society also ains to play the mediator m cased of famly disputes among
MNEIs "We would mtervene and attempt to fgure out scolutions m1ssues ke farly
and tattal discord, whenever such cases are brought to our notice,” Eumar
acds.

Apart from ensuring peace within the community, the Society 15 gearing up to meet
the challenges of external forces. “The attacks on Indians for example.” members
of NATS opined, “are usually sporadic acts of wmelence, which bear little
cotmection to each other”™ Though they are quick to add that “the problem iz
agoravated when some of the youth, in a bid to save up money, are forced to shaft
to unsafe or potentially conflictprone neighbourhoods, which 15 an 1ssue the
society will be focussimg on” With tie ups wath the local governance in the IS on
the cards for the Society members, non resident Telugus can pethaps lock

torward to scale the foreign streets safely again.
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